Skeletal changes in preterm infants: personal experience.
The incidence of skeletal changes in preterm low-birth-weight infants is rising. This is probably related to today's higher survival rate of these babies. The late positivity of biochemical data and the lack of clinical prognostic signs justify the role of radiology in such pathology. Radiology, however, although useful in detecting rachitic changes, seems to be less sensitive to minimal osteoporotic modifications, for which densitometric studies should be preferred. The authors report their personal experience in 8 cases of skeletal pathology in preterm infants and suggest a radiological follow-up of the skeleton from the 5th to the 12th week of life, whenever a densitometric method is not available.